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FACADE GARDENS
How to improve your hybrid space?

(1000 geveltuinen, 2020)
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(Heijenga, 2020)

(Gemeente Rotterdam, 2020)

FACADE GARDEN
How I got in touch
Recently, I installed a facade garden myself,
and this sparked my interest to look deeper at
the benefits and how others can do it too.
On Facebook, I discovered an initiative about
creating facade gardens - 1000 Geveltuinen,
2020. I was fascinated the local government
supported the project. This implementation
strikes me as a progressive, urban and modern
way of improving both your facade and the
public sphere for others too.
The next day, I told my roommates about the
project and how easy it was to implement. They
liked the idea of improving our facade and
promised to help me out. Together we visited a
garden centre, spent about 20 Euro on soil,
plants and a small shovel - and then we got to
work to create our own garden in just one
afternoon!

My experience
I think it's beautiful how inclusive this
intervention is (cheap, easy and light), and how
much I see everybody enjoying it. My
roommates agreed that since we installed our
facade garden, interaction with residents of the
neighbourhood drastically increased. We even
saw some of our neighbours adjusting their
facades, following our initiative. When I walk
through the neighbourhood now, it really feels
like coming home. The feeling I get is more
intimate and safe since the improvements.
With this manual, I motivate you to install
your own facade garden too.

Checklist

1. Soil

2. Plants

3. Shovel
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LOCAL CONTEXT
HOW TO REGULATE AND SUPPORT IT

“National Tile Flipping Championship”
The Value

More and more cities are starting to realise the
value and impact in improving hybrid spaces on
a larger scale. Municipalities - usually one of
the main stakeholders of this process - have
discovered that when you empower a
community to take ownership of their public
space, sustainable, social and human scale
improvements happen. In The Netherlands,
many municipalities and organisations have
tried to come up with initiatives and policies to
support and regulate the concept of the facade
garden.
Regulations
In The Netherlands, each municipality has their
own regulations regarding facade gardens. For
example, in Rotterdam you do not need
permission from the local government to adjust
your facade. Instead, you are only required to
keep 1,80 meter free in front of the facade to
ensure pedestrians accessibility.
In Amsterdam, you need to first apply with the
city for a facade garden. In addition to needing
permission from the local government, you also
need approval from your landlord.

Once you have the go ahead from the landlord
and submitted your application to the city, you
can supply local government a small map with
measurements and they will come help you
install it and get started on the first steps. They
will ask you to pay for the soil and plants.
Supportive Initiatives
In Rotterdam, there is an organisation Initiated
by Raymond Landegent with the purpose of
building 1000 facade gardens
https://www.groenemorgen.org/1000geveltui
nen. If you have plans to create one yourself
they will try to help you out, by advising how to
grow the plants, take out the tiles and
structure the size of the garden. This way, the
facade garden will be healthier, and the streets
will grow greener and greener.
Last summer, a competition called “NK Tegel
Wippen'' was organised (National Tile Flipping
Championship). This competition was set up by
the Dutch government to nationally support
creating facade gardens.

(1000 Geveltuinen, 2020)

HYBRID SPACE
"RECLAIMING THE STREETS"
By placing plants, flowerpots and even
benches in front of your house, you
claim your space in public. This place is
still public, but you create a small area
that will improve the transition between
public and private space. This is a
hybrid space. This space creates a
smooth transition between private
property and the public.
As described in "The City At Eye Level" a
plinth is the ground floor of a building.
From a sidewalk and human scale
perspective, the plinth is a building’s
most crucial part. What is your
experience when you pass by?
A good hybrid zone removes the hard
edges and creates opportunities to
interact.

(Stipo, 2016)
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THE IMPACT
IMPROVING YOUR HYBRID ZONE

"Sidewalks are like rivers where lives of people come together" William H. Whyte

As explained in the book Happy City,
(Montgomery, 2015) there is one main
question: why are some cities a joy to live in,
while others are not? A variety of research
proves that a significant part of happiness
depends on social interaction and human
contact. A sidewalk is the place where
spontaneous interactions occur. In the book
De Stoep (Ulden et al., 2015) explained that by
implementing a well designed sidewalk, social
interactions will improve by 80%. With
investing in a facade garden, you invest in
social contacts. For those who like to get to
know their neighbours, I'd highly recommend
creating a facade garden.

Next to the social impact, there is also a
significant sustainable impact. Many cities
worldwide experience ecological challenges.
Through adding more green, the urban heat
island effect decreases and the proliferation
of flora and fauna increases. Adding more
green creates a healthy and pleasant urban
environment. Looking to the future, it is
important to embed resiliency into our cities
in order to counteract extreme weather
conditions, such as excessive rain and
extreme drought.
There are many practical examples of people
taking ownership of their public space. The
facade gardens meet this ownership example,
while also serving as a sign of life and
creating a focus on the street that will
improve feelings of safety as a pedestrian.

(Beerthuis, 2020)
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CASE STUDY
LONGEST FACADE GARDEN

(1000 Geveltuinen, 2020)

(1000 Geveltuinen, 2020)

“A street without a facade garden is a lifeless
boring street”, say Raymond Landegent, who
has been involved in facade gardens for a long
time. By the first lockdown of Covid-19,
Raymond already lost 90% of his regular work
in the event industry. He tried to motivate
people around his network to build a facade
garden. His friends and colleagues started to
pickup the idea and began improving their
facade. Then, local media discovered the
movement - during a TV interview he said “I
want to build 1000 new facade gardens in
Rotterdam”.
Together with the residents of the famous
building De Peperklip from Carel Weeber, they
built the longest facade garden. They needed
permission for this garden as it was 200m
long. The local government of Rotterdam
understood the impact of the project and
eventually even financially supported it.
Because of the size of the project, they needed
road workers, plants, soil, transportation for
the tiles/sand, flyers to invite volunteers,
working gear, plus food and drinks for the
team that helped out. Fifty volunteers helped
to complete the garden. It took 2 people to
organise the whole event and one person
made a planting map.
The whole implementation phase of the
project was finished in just one afternoon. The
beautiful thing about a facade garden, is that
you use a really small space and are able to
create a huge impact. Facade gardens can be
the start to becoming acquainted to
awareness around ecological problems.
Raymond thinks that this concept should work
around the whole globe! “We need to rewild
again” David Attenborough.

(1000 Geveltuinen, 2020)
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CONLCUSION
AROUND THE WORLD

Hybrid spaces are used in many different ways around the whole world. A
facade garden is a way to improve your hybrid space, but of course, not the
only way. The stoops in Brooklyn are a nice example of how hybrid spaces
can be pre designed at a different place. In this document i try to explain
why (green) hybrid spaces are extremely relevant for cities. The facade
garden is a cheap, easy and light way to improve your plinth. It gives people
ownership and creates a safe and lively environment. The government of The
Netherlands understands the benefits of these types of interventions, and
supports it in many different ways. It has become a big hype throughout the
whole country, specifically in cities.
In this manual I hope I've been able to explain why this can be relevant and
how you could implement this by yourself.

(The city at eye level, 2016)
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